
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE GOVERNANCE OF SCIENCE AND INNOVATION: 
TOWARDS INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT 

July 31th, August 1st and 2nd, 2019. Bogotá, Colombia 
 
ABOUT THE CONFERENCE 
There is a growing recognition about the importance of science, technology and innovation (STI) as an 
engine for creativity, social, environmental and economic development in the world. In fact, different 
countries invest more than 1% of its GDP on scientific research and experimental development, indicating 
a determined and sustained commitment on STI. 
 
On the other hand, most Latin American countries do not invest in such activities, and lack robust and 
ambitious agendas to promote their use in solving all kinds of problems. 
 
Particularly in Colombia, investment in STI is insignificant compared with other items (0.6% of GDP), and 
the public agenda on the subject seems to be restricted to the use of scientific research to increase 
competitiveness. This shows an underestimation of the contribution of STI to the development of 
creativity, construction of critical thinking, social appropriation of knowledge, and its contribution to the 
solution of challenges pertaining to sustainable development. 
 
In spite of its positive effects, STI may also generate problems, and the concern in this regard is 
correspondingly growing. Such activities can contribute to environmental deterioration, inequality, 
unemployment, and even endanger the human species. 
 
These threat and opportunity situations represented by STI, encourage serious thought on the value of 
science for society, and its relationship with public policy on this topic. Such reflection not only pertains to 
the scientific community, but also to those involved in policy making, vis-à-vis the design and course of 
politics, business, and civil society in general. 
 
Hence, throughout three days, this Conference offers a valuable opportunity for policy-makers, academics, 
international public policy scholars, civil society, legislatures, business people, and public in general, 
critically and constructively discuss the contribution and value of STI, and its governance for inclusive 
development in emerging economies such as Colombia, capitalizing from their strengths and local 
potential. 
 
The Conference is organized by the STI Governance Network - GSTI Network, with sponsorship from 
the Universidad Externado de Colombia, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Universidad de los Andes, the 
Colombian Association for the Advancement of Science, and the Colombian Observatory for Science and 
Technology. 
 
There will be main sessions (plenaries) with international guests-Keynote Speakers, as well as parallel 
sessions, where advances in research, and/or authorships will be presented, resulting from a previously 
reviewed call of abstracts. This call is open until April 22nd for the event´s eleven thematic tracks. 
 
Organizer: GCTI Network 
The Network of Governance and Management of Knowledge, Science, Technology and Innovation 
(GCTI Network) is a conglomerate of researchers, institutions and individuals interested in strengthening 
the governance and management of science, technology, innovation and knowledge in Colombia. 
 
 



 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT BOGOTÁ 
 

DO carry some form of identification at all times. A photocopy of your passport bio page is fine. 

• DO pack your bags yourself and keep them with you at all times. 

• DO take care with credit cards. Thieves and pickpockets are active. 

• DO lock away your valuables. 

• DO keep a low profile. 
 

DON’T wear expensive jewellery or carry large sums of cash. 

• DON’T carry anything through customs for anybody else.  

• DON’T hail taxis off the street. Ask the restaurant or office where you are to order one for you. Uber, 
Beat, and Cabify are also available in the city. 

 
At the airport 
Bogotá has two airport terminals: “El Dorado” is the international airport, and Puente Aéreo is used for 
less busy internal destinations.  You will arrive at El Dorado Airport.  
 
Contact details: 
Switchboard: + (57 1) 425 1000 
 
"El Dorado International Airport" has the following services: Banks, Money Exchanges, Duty Free, 
Information & Customer Service, Medical Service, Restaurants, Telephones, Commercial Area/Shopping, 
Services for Passengers with Disabilities, and Lounges for Business class passengers. 
 
 

 
 
Arrival Procedures: 
 
1. Turn to your right after Immigration and walk downstairs towards the baggage hall. Trolleys are 

available for a small deposit (Euros, Dollars or Colombian Pesos). This is refundable if you return your 
trolley to the attendant outside.  There are also porters inside the baggage hall who will assist you for a 
fee.   

 
2. You will be given a customs declaration form on the aircraft which you must complete and hand to a 

Customs Officer as you enter the customs channel (DIAN). You may be asked to put your luggage 
through an x-ray machine for inspection.  



 

 

 

3. As you leave the customs channel you will pass through an area with several ‘Bureau de Change’ and 
hire care offices.  As you pass to landside, you will see drivers holding boards with passengers’ names 
on – look for yours if you’re being picked up.  If you take a taxi, only take them by joining the official 
yellow taxi queue, next to the pick up road immediately outside the terminal doors. Do not accept rides 
from anybody else proffering taxis.   Taxis have a meter, which corresponds to a table of fares that 
must be on display, usually behind the front seats facing the passengers.  Note that there is a surcharge 
for trips to and from the airport.  A trip to the northern area where most visitors stay will cost around 
COP$25,000. 

 
Departure procedures: 
1. Allow 60 mins to get to the airport from the northern hotel district and aim to arrive 2 hours before 

your flight departs.  You should check in on line beforehand, where possible. 
 

2. Airport tax: This is now included in tickets – proceed directly to the check-in desks. 
 

3. Domestic flights: arrival 1 hour before is recommended.  You can usually check in luggage up to 40 
mins before.  Liquids, even in large bottles, are usually allowed in hand luggage for internal flights; 
sharp objects, including nail clippers and cork screws, will be confiscated. 

 
Information about Colombia 
 
Time zone: GMT–5    
Colombia is a large country (1,138,914 square kilometres), the size of France, Spain and Portugal 
combined. It is the fourth largest country in South America, after Brazil, Argentina and Peru. Colombia is 
the only South American country with coasts on both the Pacific and the Caribbean and is bordered by 
Panama, Venezuela, Brazil, Peru and Ecuador. The west of the country, almost half of the total territory, is 
mountainous and is divided up by three forks of the Andean mountain range.  
 
The south-eastern half is flat and a large part of it is covered by Amazonian rain forest. Because of the 
country’s location in the Tropics and its remarkable geographical diversity, Colombia’s biodiversity is 
unequalled. For example, it has more species of birds and butterflies than any other country in the world.  
 
Bogotá has a population of approx. 10 million people, an elevation of 2600m and an average temperature 
of 14 degrees C. The city is situated on a plain in the Andes with high hills running along its eastern edge. 
Rainfall is relatively high, one result being that the countryside around Bogotá is very green. Like most 
South American cities, Bogotá is a city of contrasts. While there are some very poor areas, there is little if 
any need for visitors to visit these. The part of town where most visitors stay is pleasant and modern, with 
clean streets, shopping centres, parks, restaurants and clubs.  
 
Currency and denominations 
The official currency of Colombia is the Colombian Pesos (abbreviation COP or simply $). Coins in 
circulation are $1000, $500, $200, $100 and $50. Paper bills come in $100,000 (very rare), $50,000, $20,000, 
$10,000, $5,000, $2,000 and $1,000. The most useful are $2.000, $5.000, and $10.000. 
 
Most establishments accept all major credit cards, such as Visa, Master Card, Diners and American 
Express.  You will be asked to produce some form of ID in support of your credit card – a photocopy of 
your passport bio page or a driving licence is usually ok.  It is rare these days for establishments to take 
your credit card out of your sight. 
 



 

 

 

The easiest way to get cash is with your bank debit card in an ATM. If it doesn’t work in one, try another 
ATM. The exchange rate varies depending on market conditions but is around $3,000 = USD1 (July 2019).  
Please ensure that cash / passport / valuables are locked away in your hotel safe.  ATMs within shopping 
centres (such as the Andino, close to most visitors’ hotels) are recommended over those on the street.  
Often, there is a limit of $400,000 per withdrawal. 
 
Electric power 
Colombia has 110-volt electric current using (North American style) two flat pin plugs.  
 
Water 
Tap water in Bogotá is drinkable, however in hotels (that use water tanks), bottled water is recommended.  
 
High Altitude 
Bogotá is 2,600m above sea level and the air at high altitudes can be extremely dry.  Most individuals adapt 
within a few days.  Headaches and dry eyes can occasionally be felt for the first few days. 
 
Mosquitoes 
Mosquitoes are not prevalent in Bogotá because of the altitude but they are in most other parts of the 
country, but are not malarial unless travelling to the Amazon. Zika is prevalent throughout much of 
Colombia, except high altitude areas such as Bogotá. 
 
Weather: Bogotá can be changeable with temperatures. Lightweight jackets/umbrellas are recommended.   
 
Health matters 
1. Make sure you have a travel insurance policy with full coverage during your stay in Colombia. 
2. Tap water is drinkable but if you are accommodated in a hotel, bottle water may be safer 
3. Wash all raw vegetables and fruits. 
4. Avoid eating from street vendors, particularly in hot climates. 
 
Tipping  
Many up market restaurants add 10% service charge – this is voluntary – you will often be asked before the 
bill is prepared whether you want to include the tip (normally yes unless it was appalling service).  
Otherwise tipping is not expected.  It is not customary to tip taxi drivers. 
 
Tourism in Bogota 
 

La Candelaria: The colonial district is officially the first 
neighborhood of Bogotá. Colombia's capital city was founded 
here in 1538 by Spanish conquistador Gonzalo Jiménez de 
Quesada y Rivera in a spot known today as El Chorro de 
Quevedo. The next year, authorities re-founded the city a few 
blocks away at what is now known as the Plaza de Bolívar. 
Bogotá then grew up around the neighborhood. Because the city 
expanded west and north, La Candelaria retained much of its 
colonial atmosphere. The neighborhood is full of cobblestone 
streets and centuries-old houses. It is now a tourist attraction and 
university district, as well as the site of Colombia's government. 
Here you'll find most of the public buildings, both from the City 
and the Country's government. Historical squares, 400 year old 



 

 

 

churches, picturesque narrow streets are all to be found here, mixing with more modern developments in 
financial business district and you can find travel operators who offer city tours in Bogotá and La 
Candelaria.  
 
Museums: 
 
• Gold Museum (El Museo del Oro), Calle 16 No. 5-41 (On one side of the Parque 

Santander), ☎ ''+57 1'' 284-7450 (fax: ''+57 1'' 343-2222),  Tu-Sa : 9 to 6 / Su : 10 to 4.  
Impressive collection of gold and pre-Colombian artifacts from Colombia and surrounding nations. 
Don't miss this museum. The Gold Museum is unique and you won't find a better place to see the pre-
Spanish artwork on gold. Most of the information is only available in Spanish, although there are tours 
held in English. La Casa del Florero was the site of an 1810 protest by Colombians considered to be 
the initiation of the revolt against Spain. Free English Tour: Tue-Sat 11am & 4pm. 3000 COP, Sun 
free.   
  

• Banco de la Republica Art Collection (Museo Botero), Calle 11 No. 4-41. Tu-Sa:10AM-7PM, Sun 
and holidays 10AM-4PM Closed on Mon, including holiday Mondays.  
Permanent Exhibits Banco de la República Art Collection consisting of nearly 3,000 paintings, 
sculptures and assembly of Colombian and international masters from the XVI century to our days. 
Visitors may appreciate a selection of Colombian painters works, for instance Gregorio Vázquez de 
Arce y Ceballos, the most important Colony painter, Alejandro Obregón, Enrique Grau, Latin 
American as Rufino Tamayo, David Alfaro Siqueiros and many other globally renowned. Fernando 
Botero – Colombia’s most important and influential painter - donated a big part of his collection to 
this museum under the condition that the public will have free entrance to the site. Free English Tour: 
Wed 12.30pm & Fri 4pm. Free Entrance.    

 

• Museo Nacional, Carrera 7 No. 28-66, ☎ ''+57 1'' 334-
8366 (info@museonacional.gov.co), [12]. Tu 10AM-8PM; W,Sa 10AM-6PM; Su 10AM-4PM.  
The National Museum is the oldest in the country and one of the oldest in the continent, built in 1823. 
Its fortress architecture is built in stone and brick. The plant includes arches, domes and columns 
forming a sort of Greek cross over which 104 prison cells are distributed, with solid wall façade. The 
museum houses a collection of over 20,000 pieces including works of art and objects representing 
different national history periods. Permanent exhibitions present archaeology and ethnography samples 
from most antique Colombian men vestiges, 10,000 years BC, up to 10th century indigenous and afro- 
Colombian art and culture. Founders and New Kingdom of Granada room houses rich Liberators and 
other Spanish authorities’ iconography; the round room exhibits a series of oleos synthesizing 
Colombia painting history. Free English tour Wed 4pm. Free.  
 

Others 
 

Cerro de Monserrate.  
 
A true beautiful panoramic view of the city is only a funicular (cable 
car) or transferico ride away. You can take the Funicular up and 
Transferico down, or vice versa. You have the option to buying one 
way tickets, too. You will have the most amazing views and also enjoy 
Colombian or French food in the two full-service restaurants at the 
top. There are also souvenir stalls on the weekends. Remember to 
bring a warm coat, because it is chilly up there. On Sunday is a very 

mailto:info@museonacional.gov.co
http://www.museonacional.gov.co/


 

 

 

crowded place, so be ready to get into a long line. It is very important to also wear sunscreen and hat 
because at such a high altitude, you will burn very easily even if it is "cloudy". This is especially true if you 
are going around noon. Around 9,000 one way, 15,000 COP round trip. 
 
 
Plaza de Bolívar  
 

Bogotá’s grand central square, where you can admire historical 
landmarks and enjoy free cultural activities. Established in the 
1500s, the square received a makeover in 1960 to commemorate 
Colombia’s 150th year of independence. 
Check out neoclassical buildings, such as the Palacio Liévano and 
Capitolio Nacional, home to the Congress of Colombia. Admire the 
dominating 19th-century façade of the Catedral Primada de 

Colombia. Don’t miss the Palacio de Justicia, which has been rebuilt twice after being burned down by 
protestors. See the colonial-style La Casa del Florero, which hosts displays of independence artifacts. 
 
 


